
To provide clarification on some of the questions and comments that surfaced at the parish assemblies and from

the parish survey regarding the process of changing the weekend Mass schedule, we have put together the

following list of Frequently Asked Questions. Due to the number of questions, the list below represents the

second part in our series.

1. Why won’t the Diocese bring in more priests from the Philippines like the Greensburg Diocese?

Each diocesan bishop must weigh the needs of his diocese with the needs of the universal Church. At the end

of 2020, the number of Catholics in the world reached 1.36 billion, an increase of 16 million over the

previous year, according to the Vatican’s Central Office of Church Statistics. While Catholics remained about

17.7% of the global population, their numbers grew in Africa by about 2.1% and in Asia by 1.8% while in

Europe the increase was just 0.3%. The Vatican reported that 18.9% of the world’s Catholics live in Africa but

are served by just 12.3% of the world’s priests. The statistical office noted an “obvious imbalance” in the

ratio of Catholics per priest in different regions. Globally there is one priest for every 3,314 Catholics in the

world. But the ratio is one priest for 1,746 Catholics in Europe, 2,086 Catholics per priest in the Americas and

5,089 Catholics per priest in Africa.

Bishop Zubik is currently in discussion with bishops from other countries to see if foreign priests are available

for ministry in the diocese. If and when an agreement can be reached, the process to obtain a religious

worker immigrant visa from the Department of State can take up to 2 years before a priest would be

permitted to serve in the diocese (for a period of 5 years). Additionally, some parishes struggle financially

and so cannot afford the costs associated with an additional priest such as salary, medical insurance, and

room and board.

2. Is the daily Mass schedule changing?

No, the daily Mass schedule, which uses all six church buildings, will not change and is listed below for your

convenience:

MONDAY: 8:00 AM St. Ann (+ Live Stream)
8:00 AM St. Patrick

TUESDAY: 8:00 AM Our Lady of Lourdes (+ Live Stream)

WEDNESDAY: 8:00 AM Our Lady of Lourdes (+ Live Stream)
8:00 AM St. Michael

THURSDAY: 8:00 AM St. Ann (+ Live Stream)

FRIDAY: 8:00 AM St. Columbkille (+ Live Stream)
8:00 AM St. Alphonsus

3. Did Father Bielewicz already have his mind made up about the Mass schedule?

NO decisions were ever made ahead of time or in solitude. As Pastor, Fr. Bielewicz considered the needs of



the entire parish and followed a very thorough process. A great deal of time, thought, prayer, planning and

preparation went into this collaborative effort for the good of the whole parish. A Mass Schedule Team

made up of six parishioners who have a great understanding of the history of church buildings and the parish

community was an integral part of the process. The collective Team will provide a final Mass Schedule

recommendation to Fr. Bielewicz to be approved by the Regional Vicar.

4. How does Faith Formation fit into the new Mass schedule?

The majority of our Faith Formation students attend classes on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings.

These students will not be impacted by a change in the weekend Mass schedule. The impact on our Faith

Formation students attending classes on Sunday mornings from 9:30 – 10:45AM at St. Alphonsus and 8:30 –

9:45AM at St. Michael were recognized; however, given that the classes will be ending within several weeks

after the new Mass schedule goes into effect the weekend of April 15/16, it did not make sense to make any

changes at this time to the classes scheduled on Sunday mornings.

5. What are the next steps?

The Mass Schedule Team provides a final recommendation on a new Mass Schedule to Fr. Bielewicz based

upon the data, the Mass criteria and the feedback gathered from the parish assemblies and parish survey. If

Fr. Bielewicz accepts the recommendation, he will prepare a letter to the Regional Vicar seeking approval to

begin the Mass schedule the weekend of Divine Mercy Sunday, April 15 & 16, 2023. Once the new Mass

schedule is approved by the Regional Vicar, all parishioners will be notified and the new schedule will be

published in the bulletin, on the parish website and mailed to every household. In addition, plans will be

made for welcoming people to church buildings in which they may not have previously worshiped as well as

making necessary adjustments to the schedules for musicians, readers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy

Communion, altar servers, ushers and ministers of hospitality.

6. What does this mean for the future?

We have done great work as a parish and we should be grateful for the many ways that parishioners have

helped to bring our faith community together. Your feedback and support in this difficult process of changing

the Mass schedule has been a blessing. Our hope is that the new Mass schedule will be sustainable for many

years to come. However, we may need to reevaluate if circumstances such as a decline or (blessedly) an

increase in Mass attendance dictates.

In addition, everything we do from Mass Schedule adjustments to the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) Survey in

which we are now participating, is all geared toward the vision of Evangelization and Mission to which Christ

calls His Church. Looking ahead, we will be focusing our efforts on strengthening and implementing our

pastoral plan with the assistance of Catholic Leadership Institute (CLI). To complement our efforts with the

DMI, St. Isidore the Farmer Parish is participating in the Next Generation Parish Experience (Next Gen Parish)

through Catholic Leadership Institute as one of 22 parishes in the Diocese of Pittsburgh. This is an amazing

opportunity for our parish as we will receive valuable expertise and accompaniment from a dedicated CLI

Leadership Consultant assigned to our parish guiding us through a three to four-year pastoral planning

program. Next Gen Parish is offered at no monetary cost to our parish due to a generous grant from the Lily

Foundation.


